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THE PREFACE. 


* following narrative muſt be intereſting to 
every one that reads it. The hopeleſs ſituation 
n of the parties, the length and degree of their ſuffer- 
ings, and their melancholy reſources to preſerve life, 
are circumſtances that cannot fail to excite the tender 


feelings of the humane and benevolent. The won- 


derful deliverance of the ſurvivors affords the faireſt 
opportunity of inculcating that reliance on Providence, 
which, on ſo many occaſions, has ſupported men un- 


der the ſevereſt trials.—It is certain, the incident of 


their deliverance had a proper effect on the ſufferers, 
B 2 and 
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and eſtabliſhed in them all a firm belief of ſuperior 
protection. My father, particularly, perſiſted in this 
opinion to his death, and commemorated his eſcape 
annually, by private acts of devotion, and almoſt a 
total abſtinence from food, during twelve ſucceſſive 
days, beginning on the 25th of June. 

My father penned the greater part of this narra- 
tive himſelf, and authenticated it with his ſignature. 
I have, however, interwoven a few affecting circum- 
ſtances, that do not occur in his account, and were 
communicated to me by my late worthy friend Mr, 
Scrimſour, ſurgeon of the Luxborough, who confirmed 
every thing advanced by my father, | 

The Luxborough Galley, commanded by Captain 
William Kellaway, was a fine new ſhip, of three 
hundred and forty tons, and twenty-ſix guns, taken 
up by the South Sea * company, and fitted out for 
the purpoſe of ſupplying Spaniſh America with 

- flaves 

v After the pes ce of Utrecht, the Engliſh obtained the excluſive 

pri- 
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flaves and European goods, under the Aſſiento con- 
tract, Her owners were Governor Harriſon, then 
of the Poſt-Office; Captain Pinnel, a director of the 
Eaſt India company ; Captain Collet, an old Eaſt India 
captain; and others. She ſailed from the Downs 
the 21ſt of October, 1725, for the Coaſt of Guinea, 
and arrived ſafe at Cabenda; where Captain Kellaway 
took in ſix hundred ſlaves, and left the coaſt, without 
any material occurrence, except that he, with ſome other 
commanders, narrowly eſcaped death from the reſent» 
ment of the natives, for an affront given by a white 
man to a relation of the king. They had a good 
paſſage to Jamaica; but loſt two hundred and three 
negroes and eight of their own men by the {mall- 
pox. The ſufferings of theſe poor wretches were 
grievous beyond deſcription ; and the ſhip's company 


endured a great deal from the many diſguſtful cir- 


privilege of furniſhing the Spaniſh colonies with negroes, upon the 
terms of paying 33 piaſtres, or £5. 18s. 2d. a head to their govern- 
ment; and a company of merchants, under the name of the Aſſiento, 
or South Sea, Company, was formed to carry on that buſineſs, 


_ 


cumſtance- 


vi PF MB FAQ HK 
cumſtances of that diſeaſe. . In October, 1926, be- 
ing at Kingſton, they warped the ſhip to the palli- 
ſadoes, in order to fit her out with thirty- four 
guns and eighty men; but, in the night, came on 
a violent and memorable * hurricane, that deſtroyed 
moſt of the veſſels at Kingſton and Port Royal; in 
which, after cutting away all their 5 they drove 
on ſhore, but got off, in fie days, and fitted the ſhip 
for ſea, under the direction of Meflrs. Rigby and Prater, 
the South Sea Company's agents at Jamaica, The 
645 impoſſible to purſue 
the firſt object of the, voyſge, the fhip was taken up 


for the king's ſervice, arid laden with proviſions and 


rupture with Spain renderit 


© In this hurricane, the yawl broke away from the ſhip, and was 
carried a long way, over the} land, into the woods; from whence I 
and three'more brought her, moſt part F the way, on our Houldbrs, 
and carried her on hoard acroſs the long boat. Her wooden ends 
were all ſtarted from her ſtern ; and ſhe was otherwiſe ſo much da- 


maged, that the captain objected to the trouble of repairing her. But 


having a predilection for the boat, which had been made at my 
native place, and under my direction, I prevailed on the carpenter to 
make her tight and ſerviceable; and in this yawl twenty-three of 
the crew eſcaped from the flames. From my father's memorandums. 


ſtores 


1 vii 


ſtores for Admiral Hoſier's fleet on the Spaniſh Main ; 


but the Admiral, with the men of war, arriving at 


Port Royal the day before the Luxborough was to fail, 
the cargo and men were taken out and diſtributed 
among the fleet: After ſome time, they took in goods 
for England; and, in April, 1727, their lading con- 


ſiſted of ninety hogſheads of ſugar, and eighty tons of 
other goods, with which they purpoſed to ſail, on the 
10th of May, with the fleet and convoy; but, on the 


26th of April, in the night, they ſprung a leak, which, 
by morning, had let in ſo much water, that the hogſ- 


heads were wetted a foot in height; upon which they 


were obliged to take out the whole cargo, and heave 
the ſhip down. Having made her tight, they failed 
on the 23d of May, tliree days after the fleet; and 
the veſſel, being a prime ſailer, joined them the next 
evening in the Windward Paſſage. In a few days, 
the Winchelſea man of war, Captain Brand, and the 
Luxborough, left the fleet and kept company, till, at 
the diſtance of 30 leagues N. W. from Bermudas, find- 


ing 
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ing they could outſail the man of war, they left her, 


and made the beſt of their way to England. By the 


Winchelſea, my father wrote to his relations of the 


diſappointments he had met with; but expreſſed a 
chearful hope of a favourable paſſage, and a happy 
ſight of his friends. 


Sandwich, 1786. 8 W. B. 


AN 


AN AC C OUN I 


' OF THE LOSS OF THE 


LUXBOROUGYH, & C . 


NN the 23d of May, 1727, we ſailed from Jamaica 


to London ; and, on Sunday, the 25th of June, 
by a very good obſervation,. found ourſelves in the la- 
titude of 41* 45' N. and, by account, in the longitude 
of 20 30“ E. from Crooked Iſland; Before we had 
dined, at about half paſt noon, the Captain's cook 
diſcovered flames of fire through the lining of the 
forecaſtle, and ran aft on the quarter deck, in a ter- 


rible conſternation, crying out, that the ſhip was on 


fire in the lazaretto, or ſtore room. At the ſame in- 


ſtant, the head of a puncheon of rum burſt out, with 


an exploſion reſembling the report of a cannon, which 
at once alarmed the whole ſhip's company. Two black 
boys, ſent by Iſaac Holroide, the third mate and ſteward, 
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to draw off a bottle of rum for the boatſwain and 


carpenter, obſerving ſome liquor on the deck, out of 
an unhappy curioſity to determine whether it were 
ſpirit or water, for the water caſks were all there, had 
put their candle to it, and in an inſtant the whole was 
in a blaze“. Finding themſelves unable to extinguiſh 
the flame, they left the place, and hid themſelves. 
We got forward immediately, ripped off the tar- 
pauline, which was battened down, opened the fore- 
hatchway, and then ſaw the lazaretto in a liquid fire. 
The third mate, the ſurgeon, the carpenter, and my- 
ſelf, went below and endeavoured to ſtifle the fire with 


ſwabs, rugs, blankets, onr own cloaths, and things of 


* There were about a thouſand gallons of rum in the lazaretto.—. 
Dr. Franklin, with his uſual attention to ihe welfare of mankind, 
among many other uſeful and ingenious maritime obſervations in the 
ſecond volume + of the American Philoſophical Tranſactions, has 
ſtated the hazard of carrying ſtore-ſpirits to ſea in caſks, and gives 
ſome examples of the melancholy conſequences of drawing ſpirits out 
of a caſk on ſhip-board near a candle. He recommends to make it 
a general rule, to carry all the ſhip's ſtore of ſpirits in bottles; and 
every reader of this account will ſee the propriety of the advice he 
gives. | 

+ F. 305. 
3 | that 
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that ſort ; but finding all our efforts in this way in- 
effectual, we ſet the pump to work in the head, which 
ſupplied water, by a ſpout, to a half-tub at the fore 
hatchway, from whence it was handed down to us, 
In the mean time, the captain indiſcreetly ordered a 
ſcuttle to be cut through the deck of the forecaſtle, 
with a view to pour water directly on the fire; but 
this vent-hole made the flames rage with redoubled 
violence, and the whole forecaſtle was ſoon in a blaze. 
We, who were below, finding the fire to increaſe very 
much upon us, deſired the people on deck to get out 
the boats, while we would ſtill endeavour to quench 
the flames, which they promiſed to do; but, when we 
could ſtay no longer below, for the great heat 
and vehemence of the flames, and came upon deck, 
we found not the leaſt preparation made to hoiſt out 
the boats; the captain and greateſt part of the crew 
being on the quarter deck, crying to God for help, 
without uſing any means to ſave themſelves k. Upon 

this 


* When 1 afterwards queſtioned the captain, in the boat, as to the 
C 2 cauſe 


not think of, or we might have done as they did. 
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this I endeavoured to perſuade the people, that the 


boats were our only reſource; and went myſelf up the 


main ſhrouds, and cut looſe the runner which was 


ſeized to them; then got into the chains, unhooked 


the tackle, and carried it on the booms to the yaw], 


before I could get any body to unlooſe the fore tackle. 


I was hoiſted out in the boat, by deſire of Ralph Kel- 
laway, for fear, when ſhe ſhould be in the water, the 


men might run away with her, before the long-boat 


could be got out. As ſhe was lowering down, he 


handed me the oars, one of which fell overboard, ſo 


that we had but three. By the time ſhe was in the 


water, there were ſeven or eight men in her, whom I 


entreated to return to the ſhip again, in order to get 


out the long-boat; but they were unwilling to go 


back, unleſs I would accompany them. Upon which 


I took hold of a rope, and was ſtepping into the ſhip, | 


cauſe of this remarkable inactivity, he told me they expected every 
moment the powder would take fire, and blow up the ſhip. The 
quantity was four barrels and a half, and it was immediately under 
the ſcuttle, over which the fire was raging: a circumſtance we did 


when 


TE 
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when I obſerved the captain dropping into the ſheets 
from the cheſtree. I preſſed him to go back with me, 
but he told me the long-boat's bow was on fire; and, 
at that inſtant, by a roll of the ſhip, I perceived the 
flames coming up the fore hatchway, above the long- 
boat's dow. At the ſame time it became neceſſary to 
put off the boat, as the people were crowding into her 
from all quarters, and there were then in her twenty- 
two men and boys. The boatſwain, by a great effort, 
reached the boat, when at ſome diſtance: he was the 
laſt man that got into her, and was ſaved. As we 
paſſed under the ſhip's quarter, the captain called to 
his brother, and entreated him to jump into the water, 
and ſwim to the boat; but he declined it, ſaying it 
was impoſſible the boat could ſwim many minutes; 
ſhe being within a ſtreak and a half of her gunwale, 
and the wind blowing very freſh at South Weſt. We 
left ſixteen men and boys in the ſhip, who all periſhed. 
They made an attempt to get out the long-boW and 
hove her bow off from the chucks, clear of the fore 


hatchway, 


* 


61 
hatchway, as high as the gunwale; but, before they 
could bear her over the ſide, we ſaw her bow fall on 
the deck. Probably they could not ſtand near her, or 
the tackle was burned, and gave way. In ſomewhat 
leſs than half an hour after we quitted her, the ſhip 
was all on fire, as far as the bulk-head of the ſteerage ; 
moſt of the unhappy men being then on the quarter 
deck. Shortly after we ſaw the whole quarter deck 
burſt up at once in a flame to the tafferel ; Ralph Kella- 
way being then in the mizen top, with the mizen maſt 
head on fire; Iſaac Holroide on one of the quarter lad- 
ders, and another man on the other, their bodies in the 
water, and the fire foaming out of the cabin windows 
over their heads. The main maſt fell firſt over the 
larboard ſide, and carried with it the mizen top-maſt. 
The foremaſt burned away ſoon after. The guns went | 


off, from time to time, as the metal grew hot ; but her 


m— were wholly deſtroyed, and nearly three 
hours elapſed, before the powder in the powder room 
took fire; though the ſcuttle, under which it lay, was 


in 
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in the lazaretto, covered with flaming ſpirit from the 
beginning. The exploſion rent her to pieces, and we 
ſaw no more of her. Could we have ſtaid by the ſhip, 
we probably might have ſaved ſome proviſions, after 
ſhe blew up; but we were obliged, from the firſt, to 
put the boat right before the ſea, with two oars, to pre- 
vent her filling. As ſoon as our attention was diſen- 
gaged from the ſhip, and our comrades on board, we 
began to reflect on the horrors of our own ſituation. 
I came into the boat in my ſhirt and drawers, having 


thrown the reſt of my cloaths on the fire. We had 


not time to take with us a morſel of victuals, or drop 


of drink; we had neither maſt, ſail, or compaſs ; and 
were at leaſt 120 leagues from the neareſt land. It 
blew and rained hard the two firſt days and nights, 
and the ſea ran high; ſo that we were obliged to - ſit 


cloſe together abaft, on the gunwale, to keep out the 


waves. At this time we might have ſaved a conſider- 
able quantity of rain water: but the apprehd ions of 
immediate deſtruction obliterated every thought of pro- 


viding 


* 
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viding for our future wants. On Wedneſday it was 


fine weather; and then, as kind Providence had ſo won- 
derfully preſerved us hitherto, we began to entertain 
ſome hope of deliverance ; and contrived to make a ſail, 


by ſewing together three frocks and a ſhirt, with a fail 


needle and ſome twine, which were fortunately in the 


pocket of one of the black boys, and had been uſed by 


him, at Jamaica, as a fiſhing ine. Mr. Scrymſour, the 


day before, picked up a piece of ſtick in the ſea, which, 
when welded to the broken blade of an oar in the boat, 
formed a tolerable yard. One of the oars ſerved for a 
maſt; and we fixed the thimble of the foreſheet to the 
head of it, through which we reeved halliards formed 
of our garters; and theie were converted likewiſe into 
a tack and ſheet. We then ripped up the bottom 
boards, under which we found ſeveral nails, left by the 
carpenter when he repaired the boat. A calking mallet 
was likewiſe diſcovered, and we were enabled to nail the 
boards Mthe gunnel, where the boat was ſtrait, by way 


of waſhſtreak : and where ſhe rounded abaft, we nailed 


{lips 
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ſlips of the mens? frocks, which, with ropeyarns found 


in the ſtern-ſheets, we drew tight over our ſhoulders, 
to keep out the ſea; all which anſwered bravely. 
Thus equipped, we hoiſted our ſail, and ſteered as well 
as we could to the northward, knowing Newfoundland 
to be in that quarter : for on the day the ſhip was 
burnt, I had worked my day's work, immediately after 
my meridian obſervation, and pricked off my reck- 
oning on the draught; and I took particular notice of 
our bearing and diſtance from Newfoundland. We 
judged of our courſe, a few days, by the ſun, the ſtars, 
and the captain's watch, which went pretty well ; but 
afterwards it proved foggy, and we could not then 


judge which way we went. On the fifth day it blew 


a ſtorm, and about noon, when the gale was at its 


height, and our little boat in the utmoſt jeopardy, it 


was propoſed to throw overboard the two black boys, 


who ſet the ſhip on fire, in order to lighten the boat; 
which I oppoſed ſtrongly; but, at the ſame dime, 
thought it expedient to caſt lots, and give all an equal 


D chance, 


[ 10 J 
chance, which the captain would not conſent to. 


However, we continued to talk of theſe meaſures till 


the evening, when John Horn, who had been delirious 


with terror from the time he entered the boat, and 


one of the negro boys, both died; and then, the boat 


* 
Pur * 


being lightened, and the wind abating, we had no fur- 
ther occaſion to conſider the ſubject. The next day, 
in the afternoon, three more died raving, and crying 
out inceſſantly for water, as was the caſe with all the ; 
reſt that died afterwards - and it was no ſmall fatigue | 
to us to reſtrain the poor wretches from jumping 
overboard, to cool and refreſh themſelves in the ſea. _ 
Our thirſt now became intolerable, as may be conceived, 
when I relate the methods we had recourſe to for al- 

laying it. We all of us drank our own urine; but the 

quantity we evacuated was very inconſiderable. Every 
one, but the captain, ſurgeon, and myſelf, drank ſea- 

water, which by a falſe taſte they thought to be quite 

freſh. We waſhed our mouths with it, but ſwallowed 


none, The ſail was frequently lowered, and drained | 
2 | | of 2 
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1 
of every drop of moiſture we could wring from it; 
then we ſucked it all over, as we did every one his 
neighbour's cloaths when wet with fogs or rain. 
Twice we ſaved ſome water, to the quantity, in the 
whole, of about three quarters of a pint apiece ; but 
theſe ſparing and irregular ſupplies availed but little 
to alleviate the torment of thirſt, under which we lan- 
guiſhed. The ſenſation of hunger was not ſo urgent; 
but we all ſaw the neceſſity of recruiting our bodies 
with ſome more ſubſtantial nouriſhment : and it was 
at this time we found ourſelves impelled to adopt the 
horrible expedient of eating part of the bodies of our 
dead companions, and drinking their blood. Our ſur- 
geon, Mr. Scrimſour, a man of the utmoit humanity, 


firſt ſuggeſted the idea; and, reſolute to ſet us an 


example, ate the firſt morſel himſelf : but, at the ſecond 


mouthful, turned his face from as many as he could, 


and wept. With great reluctance we brought our- 
ſelves to try different parts of the bodies of fix, but 
could. reliſh only the hearts, of which we ate three. 

27 A. We 
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We drank the blood of four. By cutting the throat 
a little while after death, we collected more than a pint 
from each body. Here I cannot but mention the par- 
ticular reſpect ſhewn by the men to the ſuperior officers; 
for the carpenter,. boatſwain, George Mould, and the 
boy, who were employed in the melancholy buſineſs 
of collecting the blood, in a pewter baſon that was in 
the boat, and the reſt of the people, would never touch 
a drop, till the captain, ſurgeon, and myſelf, had. taken 
as much as we thought proper. And, I can truly 
affirm, we were ſo affected with this ſtrong inſtance of 
their regard, that we always left them a larger ſhare 
than of right belonged to them. This expedient, ſo 
ſhocking in relation, and ſo diſtreſſing to us in the uſe, 
was undoubtedly the means of preſerving thoſe that ſur- 
vived ; as we conſtantly ſound ourſelves refreſhed and 
invigorated by this nouriſhment, however unnatural., On 
the ſeventh day, our number was reduced to twelve. 
At night the wind came up moderately at S. S. E. as we 
judged, and increaſed till it blew a ſtorm, which conti- 
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nued with very thick weather till about four the next 
morning, when it cleared up, and we found the wind 
to be about E. N. E. ſtill blowing hard, and the ſea 
breaking, in a tremendous manner, all around us; but 
it pleaſed kind Providence that no very heavy ſeas 
{truck the boat, which muſt have occaſioned inſtant 
deſtruction ; though we ſhipped as much water as we 
could poſſibly manage to bail out. During the gale we 
were obliged to ſcud before the wind, which carried us 
much out of our way, and greatly diminiſhed our ex- 
pectation of reaching land. Our oniy hope now was 
to be ſeen and taken up by ſome veſſel, if the weather 
ſhould be clear, which indeed was ſeldom the caſe. 
When foggy, and in the night, we frequently made 
as loud a noiſe as we could, that we might be heard 
by any paſling veſſel, In the day time, our deluded 
fancies often repreſented to us the forms of ſhips, ſo 
plain and near us, that we called to them a long time 
before we were undeceived ; and, in the night, by the 


ſme deluſion, the effect probably of fever, we heard 
bells 


E203 


bells ring, dogs bark, cocks crow, and men talk on 


board of ſhips cloſe to us; and blamed theſe phantoms 
for their cruelty in not attending to our diſtreſs, 
On Wedneſday, July 5, Mr. Guiſhnet died; our 


thirſt terribly urgent, and our ſtrength greatly exhauſted. 
On the 6th, died Mr. Stewart (fon of Doctor Stewart, 


of Spaniſh Town, in Jamaica), and his iervant, paſſen- 


gers, In the afternoon, we found a dead duck, which 
looked green, and was not ſweet ; but we ate it, and 
heartily praiſed God for it, though, in a happier ſitu- 
ation, it would have been an object offenſive and diſ- 


guſtful. July the 7th, in the forenoon, we took a 


formal leave of one another, and lay down in the bot- 


tom of the boat with a dead body, which we tried, but 
had not ſtrength, to throw overboard, never expecting 
to get up again. We covered ourſelves with the ſail, 
which we had lowered ſome time before, through de— 
ſpair of its being of further uſe to us. After a while, 
finding myſelf uneaſy, and wanting to change my 


poſture, about one in the afternoon, I laid my hand 
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on the gunwale, to raiſe myſelf a little; and, in the 
act of turning, thought I ſaw land; but ſaid nothing, 
till I was perfectly ſatisfied of its reality, having fre- 
quently ſuffered the moſt grievous diſappointment in 
miſtaking fog-banks for land. When 1 cried out, 
land! land! and we were all convinced that it was ſo, 
good God! what were our emotions and exertions ! 
From the loweſt ſtate of deſponding weakneſs, we were 
at once raiſed to ecſtaſy, and a degree of vigour that 
was aſtoniſhing to ourſelves, . We hoiſted the ſail im- 
mediately. The boatſwain, who was the ſtrongeſt 
man in the boat, crawled to the ſtern, and took the 
tiller. Two others found ſtrength to row, from which 
we had deſiſted, the four preceding days, through 


weakneſs. At four o'clock another man“ died, and 


* This man's name was Simon Emar, the only foreigner in the 
boat ; who, upon hearing us diſpvte about the negro boys, and not 
perfectly underſtanding us, conceived a notion that we were debating 
about throwing him overboard ; and from that time grew delirious, 
His unhappy condition created us a great deal of trouble, and added 
much to our aftliction, 


Ve 
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we managed to throw both the dead bodies overboard. 
The land, when I firſt diſcovered it, was about ſix 
leagues off. The wind was favourable, and with fail 
and oars we went three or four knots. About fix 
o'clock we perceived ſome ſhallops in with the land. 
We ſteered for the neareſt, and came up with her 
about half paſt ſeven, juſt as ſhe was getting under 
ſail, to carry in her 'fiſh. We halloo'd to them as 


loud as we could; and they lowered their ſail, to wait 


for us; but, when we were cloſe on board, to our great 
grief and aſtoniſhment, they hoiſted their fail again, 
and were going to leave us: our moans, however, 


were ſo piteous and expreſſive, that they ſoon brought 


to, and took us in tow. They miſtook us for Indians, 


or rather, as they told us, did not know what to think 
of us, our whole aſpect was ſo unaccountably diſmal 
and horrible. They gave us biſcuit and water; but 
the latter only was acceptable, having totally loſt our 
appetite for ſolid food. At about eight in the evening 
we 
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we got on ſhore in Old St. Lawrence“ harbour, New- 
foundland ; and were moſt kindly treated by Captain 
Le Craſs, of Guernſey, the admiral + of the harbour, 
They made chouder for us, and gave us a beer made of 
the tops of juniper, fermented with malaſſes. We lay 
all night before a large fire, expecting a good night's 
reſt ?; but could get very little ſleep, on account ot 
violent pains all over us. Captain Kellaway died about 
three o'clock in the morning, having been ſpeechleſs 
ſix and thirty hours before. | We buried him as de- 


cently as we could; the maſters and officers of the 


„ This place is inhabited only in the fiſhing ſeaſon by the crews 
of European veſſels, employed in the cod fiſhery, 

+ The commander of the veſſel, that comes firſt into the harbour 
on the fiſhery, is called the admiral, and has a preference in the choice 
of ſtages, beſides other privileges. 

+ Mr, Scrimſour did not think that any perſon in the boat ſlept 
a moment after leaving the ſhip. He could anſwer for himſelf, he 
jaid, that he did not once cloſe his eyes till he got on ſhore, 

My father had no evacuation by ſtool the whole time; and was 
obliged to have recourſe to medicine, when he got on ſhore, to pro- 
cure one. He was ever afterwards much afllicted with hemor- 
rhoidal complaints, Eprron. 


E vebſſels, 


* 
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veſſels, that could be ſpared, attending the funeral, and 


5 


minute guns being fired during the ceremony of inter- 
ment. Our bodies were ſoon covered over with boils 
and ſores, for which Mr. Scrymſour preſcribed warm 
bathing, and we were much relieved by it. We were 
treated with the utmoſt degree of tenderneſs and hu- 


manity by theſe people, Who were all from Guernſey 


and Jerſey; and, though in the height of the fiſhing 


ſeaſon, they ſpared us a man to attend conſtantly upon 


us. It was eleven days before any of us could walk 


abroad. \ On the 2oth of July we left this place, and. 


ſailed for Placentia, in a ſloop commanded by Captain 
Machoon, of Guernſey, who was bound to another 
port; but, with great kindneſs,. went out of his way 
to carry us to Placentia, We arrived at Burin in the 


evening, where we were entertained in a moſt friendly 


manner by Mr. Peter Carey, of Guernſey, who gave 


Mr. Scrimſour and me two ſhirts apiece, beſides a 
waiſtcoat and a pair of ſtockings; to the other men 


one ſhirt, a waiſtcoat, and a pair of ſtockings each; 


and 
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and to young Kellaway he gave ſome of his own ſon's 
cloaths *. \ On the 23d we ſailed, and got to Placentia 
the 24th, in the morning, with our little boat aſtern ; 
in which we went on board the Ludlow Caſtle, a man 
of war, commanded by Captain John St. Loo, who 
entered us immediately for victuals, and gave us leave 
to live on ſhore, at the kind invitation of Governor 
Gladhill; who paid for the board of the ſurgeon and 
me at the tavern there, and ſent the reſt to the bar- 
racks, where they were taken good care of, and reco- 
vered faſt, When I told Captain St. Loo the number 
of perſons who came from the Luxborough in our 


boat, he knew not how to give credit to my ſtory ; 


7 
and, one calm morning, he ordered as many men as 
could be ſafely ſtowed in her, to be carried on ſhore 
to the tent, juſt abreaſt of the ſhip, at a ſmall diſtance; 


when they could crowd no more than twenty into her, 


* Bcſides theſe benefactions, we had comfortable experience of the 


| humanity and generoſity of Captains Woodrope, Bavidge, Alexander 


Hooper, Mr, Joſeph Pearce, and others, 
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with any proſpect of working the boat. But, alas! 


we were forced to lie on one another, at firſt, in the 
moſt uneaſy ſituations, till death made room for us, 
On the 4th of September, we all, except George Mould, 
who went to New England, failed for Biddeford in the 
Vine brigantine, Captain Webſter; having been ſup» 
plied, by Captain St. Loo, with five weeks proviſions, 
for five meny of all ſpecies; and arrived fafe in Bidde- 
ford harbour the 1ſt of October, after eſcaping great 
danger from the crazy ſtate of our veſſel. At Barn- 
ſtable, the mayor paid our horſe-hire to Il fracomb. 


From thence we went by water to Briſtol, where the 


merchants on *Change collected four pounds fifteen 


ſhillings for our fare to London, in the ſtage coach; 
at which place we arrived on the 14th of October. 
The boat, in which we were ſaved, was built at Deal, 


in Kent, in November, 1725, by Mr. Stephen Bradly. 


she was ſixteen feet long, five feet three inches broad, 


and two feet three inches deep, with eight ſtreaks; 


pretty ſharp for rowing well, and made to row with 


four oars. 
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T may not be unacceptable to the reader, to know 


a little of the private hiſtory of the ſurviving ſuf- 


ferers.— Mr. William Boys, the writer of the pre- 


ceding narrative, was born at Deal, in Kent, the 25th 


of June, 1700, and was the ſon of a woollen-draper 


there. He was a deſcendant' of one of the moſt re- 


ſpectable families in the county; but, partly by mis- 


fortune, partly by miſconduct, the patrimonial eſtate 


was wholly alienated from the family by his grand- 


father. His parents were Preſbyterians, who. gave 
* 


him a grammar education, with a view to qualify 


| | A. 
him for the miniſtry: but the ſchiſm-bill, which paſſed 


in the year 1714, throwing a gloom on the proſpect 


of 
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of the diſſenters, his father ſent him to ſea, with his 


intimate friend Captain Bray; with whom he continued 


till he entered into his Majeſty's ſervice, in the year 
1717, on board of Captain Mayne, father of Admiral 
Perry Mayne; who immediately rated him a midſhip- 
man, and took him to the Eaſt Indies. At his return, 
he went again into the merchants ſervice, as mate of 
the Luxborough Galley, which was burnt at ſea in 
1727. After his eſcape from that diſaſter, he was 
employed by the owners, in the Weſt Indies, to ſettle 
their affairs there: and when he. had finiſhed their 
buſineſs, he remained there ſome time as a factor to 
ſome merchants in London; and then, upon his return 
to England, entered as mate on board Admiral Stewart's 
ſhip, in the Downs. He continued in this ſtation 


about ſix months, till he had ſerved his time in the 


navy, and was then, on the 5th of May, 1735, made a 


lieutenant, He continued conſtantly at ſea, till Ad- 


miral Vernon, at the recommendation of Mr. Pulteney, 


afterwards Lord Bath, made him a captain in 1741, 


and 
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and ſent him home in the Etna fireſhip, with dif- 


patches, after landing on the Iſland of Cuba. He was 


removed into the Baltimore ſloop, in January, 1743; 
and was made a poſt-captain into the Greyhound of 
twenty guns, the 25th of June, the ſame year, He 
commanded, in ſucceſſion, the Torrington of forty guns, 
the Princeſs Louiſa of ſixty, the Pearl of forty, and 
the Royal Sovereign of one hundred. While he 
had this laſt ſhip, he was appointed commander in 
chief of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels in the Thames 
and Medway, and at the Buoy of the Nore, and was 


commiſſioned to wear a broad pendant. On the 4th of 


July, 1761, he was appointed lieutenant-governor of 


the Royal Hoſpitz! at Greenwich; and died, in that 
ſtation, while on a viſit to his children, at Sandwich, 
on the 4th of March, 1774. I have heard my father 
was a good ſailor; I know he was a good man: and 
though he has been cenſured, by ſome in the navy, for 
ſeverity of manners, and unneceſſary ſtrictneſs of diſ- 
cipline, yet, I will be bold to ſay, he had always the 

good 
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good of the ſervice at heart, and did his own duty in 
a moſt conſcientious manner ; which gave him a good 
title to expect the ſame in others. Perhaps the ſer- 


vice might have been carried on as well with leſs ri- 


gour: but it ſhould be conſidered, that he had ſpent 


the whole of his life at ſea; and that the mode of 
education, upon that element, at the beginning of this 
century, differed widely from the preſent. . The mo- 
dern method is certainly more amiable, and the pub- 
lic has no reaſon, 1 hope, to think it leſs valuable in 
other reſpects, 

Mr. Thomas Scrimſour was a native of North Bri- 
tain, and went early to ſea as a ſurgeon. He lived 
many years, at his eaſe, in the neighbourhood of 
Dartford, a pattern of probity and benevolence, and 
died at North Cray, on the 4th of December, 1784, 
aged 80 years, 

William Batten, the boatſwain, was a ſober man, but 
always unfortunate, He was drowned in a voyage 


from Boſton to the Weſt Indies, 


I William 
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William Gibbs, the carpenter, died maſter of a man 
of war at Liſbon, about the year 1735. 

Robert Kellaway was nephew to the captain, He 
died mate of the Eſſex Indiaman, on his voyage to, or 
from, India, 


George Mould, ſeaman, was brought into Greenwich 


Hoſpital by my father, and died there the 21ſt of 


February, 1780, aged about 82 years, 
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The firſt public account of the loſs of the Luxbo- 


rough Galley appeared in the Whitehall Evening Poſt, 


September 7, 1727, in this manner: 

© The following certificate of the loſs of the Lux- 
borough Galley, in the ſervice of the South Sea Com- 
pany, having been tranſmitted hither, we cannot omit 


inſerting the fame, viz. 


© Theſe are to certify whom it may concern, that 


we, whoſe names are underwritten, being at ſea in, 
and belonging to, the ſhip called the Luxborough, 
William Kellaway, commander, bound from Jamaica 
to London, in the latitude of 41 and 45, and longitude 
froni Crooked land, by account, 30“ degrees 30 
minutes, eaſt, on the 25th day of June, 1727, took 


fire in the lazaretto, which, in half an hour's time, 


notwithſtanding all the diligent endeavours of men 


under ſuch unhappy circumſtances, without hopes of 


ſaving any of our lives, could uſe, increaſed to that 


dreadful degree, that we had not the leaſt hope of 


* An error of the preſs, probably, for 202 300. 
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quenching it, We then endeavoured to get out our 


boats, but too late, ſave only the yawl, into which the 


captain and twenty-one more got, and put off, leaving 


the reſt, fourteen in number, in the ſhip. We lay in 


ſight of her till we ſaw her maſts burnt and fall over- 
board, and her hull all in flames, until ſhe blew up 
and diſappeared. We had not one drop of drink, or 
morſel of victuals; no compaſs, maſt or ſails, and but 
three oars ; therefore could not expect long to ſurvive 
our ſhip-mates : but it pleaſed Almighty God of his 
great mercy, on the 7th of July, to bring us, whoſe 
names are under-written, and our captain (who died 
next morning), in ſafety into Great St. Laurence Har- 


bour, in Newfoundland; where we do make oath, 


upon the Holy Evangeliſts, that the above-written is 


the truth, and nothing but the truth. In witneſs 
whereof we have hereunto ſet our hands, in the pre- 
{ence of Captain Edward Le Craſs, admiral of the har- 
bour, Captain Thomas Velcome, and Captain Thomas 


Snow. 
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« William Boys, Thomas Scrimſour, William Batten, 
William Gibbs, George Mould, Robert Kellaway.“ 

In the Daily Courant, September a8, 1727, ap- 
peared the following article, taken from the Boſton 
Gazette, 

Ludlow Caſtle, in Placentia-Bay, Newfoundland, 
July 24, 1727. This morning a ſloop came in here 
from St. Laurence (an harbour on the weſtern ſide of 
this bay, diſtant about twenty-five leagues), with ſix 
poor unhappy people, viz. the mate, ſurgeon, boat- 
ſwain, carpenter, a ſailor, and a boy, formerly belong- 
ing to the Luxborough Galley, of London, William 
Kellaway, maſter, bound for London from Jamaica, 
The 25th of June laſt, in the latitude of 41, about 
120 leagues from the land, the faid ſhip took fire, by 
the careleflneſs of drawing off rum between decks : 


and the maſter *, with twenty-one of his crew, had 


* The numbers were twenty-three and ſixteen. It is plain they 
had not, at this tune, very accurately recollected the number of their 
crew, 


juſt 


1 29 ] 

juſt time to hoiſt out their yawl to make their eſcape, 
leaving about fourteen hands, who were conſumed in 
the flames. Theſe poor wretches, having committed 
themſelves to the mercy of the Almighty, had no 
manner of ſuſtenance with them, nor even a compaſs 
to direct their courſe (having a continual fog), and 
with their ſhirts patched up a fail, and ſo fteered 
away before the wind; and the 7th inſtant providen- 
tially reached the harbour of St. Laurence. They were 
twelve days under theſe miſerable circumſtances, The 
maſter died a few hours after he got aſhore; and out 
of twenty-two, here are only fix now ſurviving. 

] have ſtrictly examined how it was poſlible they 
could ſupport themſelves. They told me, that they 
were obliged to ſuck the blood, and eat part of the 
fleſh, of the dead carcaſes, which were fifteen in 
number; but the blood was the chief ſupport; and 
if it had not been for a little rain, which they ſaved in 
their hats, the day before they made the land, they 


had certainly perihed: and as they neared the land, 


they 


6 89-1 
they had a thick fog, and of a ſudden they found 
themſelves in the aboveſaid harbour. I have put 
them aſhore for their recovery, till they are capable of 
proceeding home. Dated on board his Majeſty's ſaid 
ſhip, this 24th day of July, 1727, | 
Jonn ST. Loo.“ 

The beſt and moſt circumſtantial account of the 
loſs of the Luxborough, in print, was drawn up by 
William Gibbs, the carpenter, as I have heard, and 
forms a part of the fourth number of the Publiſber; 
being tracts collected by J. Crokatt, bookſeller, and 
publiſhed, in numbers, every fortnight, price ſix-pence, 
begun in the year 1745. 
From this narrative I ſhall ſelect the following arti- 
cles. Page 1587. Our maſter (Captain Kellaway) had 
a ſnuff-box in his pocket, full of Spaniſh-ſnuft, of 
which we were very carefal, and took a little of it at 
a time, which, we thought, revived us very much *.“ 


* It was a ſilver- box. When it was empty, Captain Kellaway gave 
it to my father, and he prized it highly : but it was ſtolen from him, 
many years after, by a ſervant, and could never be recovered.” 


Page 
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page 158.“ We often ſaw birds flying over our 


heads, and fiſh playing about the boat's ſtern, which 
we ſtrove to catch with our hat-bands knotted together, 
and a pin for a hook, baited with a piece of the dead 
mens” bodies; but, with all our contrivance, could not 
catch either fiſh or birds.” 

Page 157. When we ſaw land, we held up our 
maſter between two of us, and pointed towards the 
land; but he was ſo weak that he could give us no 
anſwer.” | 

Page 158. When we came aſhore, we were not 
able to go out of the boat of ourſelves; ſome of us 
were carried out, and others helped up, between two 
men, to the houſe 3 where they laid us before a great 
fire, and gave each of us a cordial dram. At night 
they put us to bed, but we could get no reſt for thirſt 
and pain; our bodies being ſo ſore, and our ſpirits 
ſo low and weak, that we were obliged to wet our 
mouths every five or 11x minutes, which was like to a 
ſcalding hot oven.” 

Page 
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Page 161, & We were not able to help ourſelves 
after we came aſhore, our limbs being ſo prodigiouſly 
ſwelled and full of ſores, which kept us under conti- 
nual uneaſineſs and pain. The kind, charitable peo- 
ple, for ſo we found them, gathered ſpruce tops and 
juniper berries, and boiled them together in a large 
pot, and afterwards put them into a veſſel, to cool ; 
with which they bathed our limbs, for ſeveral days 
together, which eaſed our pains, Our doctor alſo ap- 
plied ſalve to our ſores, which were many in number. 
After applying theſe medicines our bodies began to re- 
cover; ſo that, in nine or ten days, we could walk 
about twenty or thirty yards without reſting : then the 
ſkin of our bodies came off, juſt like the ſcale of a 
fiſh ; alio of our hands and feet, as of a gooſe foat, 


ſo that we could not buckle our ſhoss.“ 


L 331 

In a ſmall book of memorandums relating to my 
father's deliverance, in his own hand-writing, are the 
following entries : | 

« Begged paper of Mr, Bartholomew Candler of 
the Ludlow Caſtle, to write the above account, and 
made this pocket-book of the paper. 

« Of Governor Gladhill, four pounds four ſhillings, 
for our expences at Mr. Hoply's, ten gallons of wine, 
a bed and pillow, rug, and blanket. 

« Of Captain Woodrope, a pot of butter, a cheeſe, 
and a handkerchief of ſugar, a great coat, &c. 

© Of Captain Bavige, a gallon of rum, ſome falt- 
fiſh, &c. 

«.Qf Captain Ajexander Hooper, two gallons of 
rum, ſome ſugar, &c. &c. 

« Of Mr. Joſeph Pearle, a great coat, a cap, and a 
pair of ſhoes, 

N commodore St. Loo, five weeks proviſions, for 


five men, of all ſpecies. 
G | “Received 
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© Received at Barnſtaple, from the Mayor, ten 
ſhillings, to pay our horſe-hire to Hfracomb. 

© Received, at Briſtol, from the merchants on 
Change, four pounds fifteen ſhillings, to pay our 
cCoach-hire to London. 

Paid to Captain Le Craſs, at Great St. 
Lawrence, for our diet, at ſix ſhillings per 
man a day, and for ſome cloaths, &c. 4.6 8 6 

For milk for the carpenter — Mm 


For waſhing — — — 1 


« At Appledore and Biddiford. 


„Oct. 1. For victuals and drink - ley US. 
Oct. 3 and 4. For ditto and lodging 0 6: 
Oct 4. For paſſage to Barnſtable 1 
For waſhing — — _ Bi: 
Expences at ditto TIS — 82 


At 
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« At Ilfracomb. 
« For meat, drink, and lodging — 1 5 8 
“For horſe-hire there — 3 
« For paſſage to Briſtol 


| 
O 
+> 
O 


2 10 3 
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From Briſtol to London one pound eight ſhillings 
apiece coach-hire, and three ſhillings a day each 


man's expences on the road.“ 
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The Luxborough's Company. 


Lt. 


Left the ſhip in the boat, 


— Tc 


| Burnt in the ſhip, _ 


by John. Collier, 'Serv ant to Mr, Stew 
11 John Horn, Captain's Cook 
'r 2 John Eaſt 

13 Henry White 

 j114jThomas Croniford 

r 5|Simon Emar 

16,William Walker, Ship's Cook 
17][ohn Simmenton 

18 William fames 

19 Thomas Nicholſon _ 

120 Henry Guiſhnet, Captain's Clerk 
21 Cæſar, an Indian Boy 


22 Hammoſe 8 
23 Merry Pintle ö Negro * 


N 
Seamen. 


1 William Kellaway, Captain Jg 

2 William Boys, Second Mate | & 
43 Thomas Scrimſour, Surgeon | s 
| 4 William Batten, Boatſwain þ 7 

5 William Gibbs, Carpenter 2 
| 6 Robert Kellaway, a Boy * 

7 George Mould, Seaman 72 

8 Thomas Steward Gent. 

9, William Pigg, Gent, | FREY 


ers 
ard 


Died in the — — 


Ralph Kellaway, Chief Mate. 
Iſaac Holroide, Third Mate, 


2 
3 Gerald Hedge, Gunner. 
James Crook, Cooper, 
(John Johnſon 

6 William Coats 
William Day ] 
8 James Ambroſe 


9 Charles Jones Seamen, 


10 Francis Mitto . 
iThomas Hind 
2 Edward Thacker 
3 Evander Mackevoy “ 
[4 'Sharper ] | 
; Coffee | Negro Boys, 


18 6 Jemmy, a Mulatto Boy. 
| 


The Captain died a few ho 
after he got on ſhore. 


Urs 


* Evander Mackevoy was an High- 


lander, and, by trade, a taylor. 
was the man who killed Blackbeard, 


He - 


— 


1 


the pirate; and had two large cuts 
on his head, which he received from 
Blackbeard, in fighting with him, 


hand to hand, on the floop's deck. 


An Inventory of the articles in the boat, when they left the ſhip, 


1 oars, 


pieae M a Made of an oar. 
2 — and tiller,» 


= SomeRcpe-yarnss 


£ 


A calking mallet, 
Some ſmall nails, 
A part of a pewter baſon. 
A needle and ſome twine, 


* 


5 
bl 


5 - 


